
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                              OCTOBER 9, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 21st  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 270 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I think of meaning and purpose in terms of 
achievements and possessions.  My life has meaning when I have 
achieved something important, and to a lesser extent if I possess 
certain things.  When I am not able to achieve, or do not have or no 
longer have those possessions, I believe my life has no purpose.  
When I am able to be honest with myself I realize that achieving is 
draining, and is also unending, and apart from the temporary high of 
succeeding, is ultimately withering.  Paradoxically, there is a peculiar 
internal connection that comes to me in those times when meaning 
and purpose elude me.  I feel conflicted, vulnerable, needy…I am 
more aware of the tensions, struggles, polarities and pressures that 
are always at work in me. There is an uncommon aliveness that 
comes through my involvement with these inner realities.  I have 
never been taught the value of living consciously with them; in fact, 
the opposite is true—I was taught they have no value.  However, I 
am able to see that these inner realities are not impacted by 
achievements and possessions or their lack.  These internal dynamics 
are the bedrock that underlies all of my life, and tie together all the 
things about me that make no sense to me.  Consciously living with 
them is how the purpose and meaning of my life is disclosed to me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 17:11-19 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 380 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 269 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for October 16, 2016 
Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104; 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5; Luke 18:1-8. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 21st Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 17:11-19) 
 Last week a statement was made which we did not amplify or 
examine. We are going to do both this morning. The statement 
was: “Meaning and purpose are disclosed to us in the exploration 
of our own life, through the disclosure of our own interior, 
including our unconscious. As we become convinced of the truth of 
this we come to a place of being able to “assent” to who we are, 
and “accept” who we are.” This is not how meaning and purpose 
are generally thought of in our culture. Meaning and purpose are 
usually associated with what we achieve and/or possess, and in 
that sense they are created by our own effort. I suggest that what 
we achieve and/or possess can bring satisfaction, and that 
satisfaction should not be equated with meaning and purpose. 
Meaning and purpose are deeper than satisfaction; they are 
personal, and not in any way related to success in terms of 
achievement and possession. In fact, we can fail in terms of 
achievement and possession and still partake of meaning and 
purpose. I am reminded of a saying found in the Gospel of 
Matthew: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20, NRSV). When viewed through the 
lens of the Second Person of the Trinity, we perceive a particular 
work God does within us, that of drawing together into our 
awareness the different components of our personality, including 
the elements not normally allowed into our awareness but 
assigned to our unconscious. Meaning and purpose come to us as 
we participate in and with this interior work done by God to 
unearth and mine the riches of our own subjectivity (storing up for 
ourselves treasures in heaven). The text for today provides an 
illustration of how this occurs. 
 This text concerns the cleansing of ten lepers. “Leper” is the 
Greek word meaning “scaly;” it refers to a variety of skin ailments. 
What is important about the word is that it denotes a person who 
is outcast from society. In the story, the lepers approach Jesus and 
ask for mercy [the Greek word means “compassion”]. 

Psychologically, any component of our personality that is excluded 
will gather energy and find a way to become known. Let’s say there 
are ten features of our personality that are cast out from our 
primary personality and reside in our unconscious. These could be 
feelings, or thoughts, or behaviors of which we have no awareness. 
These outcasts will eventually make their way to the edge of our 
awareness, and as they do so we will begin to notice them and the 
way in which we treat them, specifically that we are harsh and 
judgmental toward them. God is the one who creates this insight. 
As we wake up to the reality that we are harsh to the feeling or 
thought that is cast out, the opposite treatment becomes a 
possibility. Compassion is defined as: “sympathetic pity and concern 
for…sufferings and misfortunes.” In order to add compassion to 
judgment it is necessary to go against the authority in our 
personality, what we have labeled as our Parent Ego State. The 
content of our Parent is what designates certain parts of our 
personality as our outcasts. To have compassion for what we have 
learned to judge is like parading our outcasts before our “priests” 
[priests would be the authority in Jewish society, especially in terms 
of people being included rather than outcast]. Our judgment being 
supplemented by compassion indicates that a change is being 
worked within us such that we not only begin to feel for what is 
outcast to us, but also the way we see what is outcast has begun to 
alter. We begin to look more favorably on what is outcast to us, and 
to do so in the face of the disagreement from our Parent Ego State, 
which means we begin to see what is outcast no longer simply as 
dirty and therefore to be avoided, but more as “clean” [free from 
dirt, stain, or impurities; unsoiled] and as something that can be 
included in our personality. We might continue to feel uneasy 
whenever an outcast part of us surfaces in our awareness, but our 
attitude toward it will basically be to be open to it and include it. 
This is how a shift begins toward including something about our life 
which we were taught to ignore. 
 Occasionally, the insight that an outcast part of us is “clean” 
penetrates more deeply and the realization dawns on us that this 
feature of our life is actually or potentially useful and valuable. In 
other words, our attitude toward this outcast part of our personality 



transforms. The word in the text is the Greek word meaning “cure,” 
which is translated as “heal.” Both of these words mean “to restore 
to health and soundness.” In other words, the way we see the 
outcast parts of us is modified to the point that sets right the 
“unhealthy or undesirable condition” of our point of view. The 
uneasiness we felt before, as when our outcast appeared in our 
awareness, is replaced by receptivity and appreciation. This 
experience will eventually turn to “thankfulness” [being “grateful” 
in the Greek] for this feature of our personality being ours. The end 
result of this is that we become “well.” The Greek word translated 
as “well” is the verb “to save, i.e. deliver or protect.” Rather than 
spending time and energy working to bury and ignore the 
components of our personality which we consider to be outcast, 
we arrive at a place where it is acceptable for what is true of us to 
be part of us, which keeps us safe from wearing out trying to be 
someone we in fact are not. 
 The text uses a story to describe a developmental process along 
which and through which God moves us as a way of drawing 
together into awareness the different components of our 
personality, including the elements not normally allowed into our 
awareness but assigned to our unconscious [the lepers/outcasts]. 
Elements of our personality that are outcast to us gradually 
become “clean” in our eyes, and as that deepens we find ourselves 
“healed” and eventually become “well.” Our participation in this is 
the way meaning and purpose are given to us. God discloses to us 
the person we actually are, the dynamics, subtleties, 
undercurrents, tensions, conflicts and struggles that are at work in 
us and make us who we are, and we eventually come to a place 
where we “assent” to our story, and “accept” it and the 
contribution to life which our being the person we are allows us to 
make. Nothing that happens in our outer life can take this away 
from us, and everything that happens in our inner life becomes part 
of it. This is life that is so far beyond the satisfaction most of us 
settle for, the one cannot be compared to the other. 

[Jim Robie, 10-7-16, 21st Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 17:11-19] 
 


